SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT

by PETER FLEMING

TTUMPHREY GILBERT was born in 1539. He had
Jlxthree brothers and one sister; Humphrey was the
second son. The Gilberts lived in Devonshire, on estates
granted to them by William the Conqueror* They were
people of substance and position in those parts, though
hardly more than country cousins at Court. Greenway, on
the river Dart, was the family seat, and it is legitimate to
suppose that ships, tall and otherwise, were a fairly constant
decoration in the background of Humphrey's childhood.
He himself, however, seems to have preferred another of
the family estates, a more machicolated and Otrantine
residence called Compton; in after-life he often styled him-
self " of Compton." This predilection has been taken by
the more giddily conjectural of his biographers to indicate
a romantic streak.
His father, Sir Otho, died in 1547, the same year as
Henry VIII. His mother remarried with alacrity, and in
due course provided Humphrey with a half-brother in the
shape of Walter Raleigh. In spite of the discrepancy of
fourteen years in their ages, these two men became close
friends and worked well together; they were at times a
powerful combination.
Sir Otho's death scattered the family. John, the eldest
son, got Green way, Compton, and most of the land; even
the Elizabethans sometimes knew when they were well off,
and the eldest Gilbert remained until his death respectable,
bucolic, and obscure. Humphrey was billeted on an uncle.
Nothing is known of his early years. The reader will be
spared a rehearsal of the trite and slender clues whereby
the man's greatness is arbitrarily detected in the child.
Humphrey went to Eton at an early age. Eton was under
Nicolas Udall, in the history of that great school the only
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